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SECTION I: PROGRAM OUTCOMES AND ADVISING 
The Ph.D. Program in Public Policy and Public Administration (the program) in the Trachtenberg 
School of Public Policy and Public Administration (the Trachtenberg School) at The George 
Washington University (GW) helps students develop the competencies needed to undertake research 
in public policy and public administration. PhD outcomes include the following: 

• Understand the intellectual traditions and literature that make up the fields of public 
administration and public policy. 

• Understand and apply both quantitative and qualitative research methods to analyze issues in 
public policy or administration. 

• Demonstrate ability to apply concepts of economic analysis and resource scarcity to analyze 
issues in public policy or administration. 

• Demonstrate ability to conduct independent research in public policy or administration. 
• Demonstrate ability to communicate research findings to a wide range of policy and 

administration-relevant audiences. 

The Ph.D. Program Directors are Lori Brainard and Dylan Conger. You can reach them at 
tspppaphdir@gwu.edu. The Directors will assign faculty advisors and assist in course selection. Peer 
mentoring with current students farther along in the program is supplemental. The Lead Student 
Services Specialist is Gregory Nelson. You can reach Gregory at ganelson@gwu.edu (or MPA 601X or 
202-994-2910). Gregory will know the official processes for most situations, including how to register, 
how to submit various petitions, dissertation procedures, etc. 

SECTION II: COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
The Program requires 72 credit hours beyond the bachelor’s degree. Assuming the previous 
completion of two prerequisites, doctoral coursework requirements fall into the following categories 
and are typically taken in this order: core courses, field courses, elective courses, and dissertation 
credits. You must work closely with the Program Director(s) prior to registration for courses. 

Prerequisite Courses 
  
PPPA 6002: Research Methods and Applied Statistics 
PPPA 6007: Microeconomics for Public Policy I 
 
Core Courses 
 
The core comprehensive exam covers the following courses: 
 
PPPA 8100: Seminar — Literature of Public Administration  
PPPA 6013: Regression Methods for Policy Research 
PPPA 6014: Microeconomics for Public Policy II 
PPPA 8101: Research Methods 
PSC 8229: Politics and Public Policy 
 
You must also take the following core courses, though the core comprehensive exam does not cover 
them:  
 

mailto:tspppaphdir@gwu.edu
mailto:ganelson@gwu.edu
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PPPA 8105: Public Finance and Human Capital 
PPPA 8174: Public Management 
PPPA 8190: Philosophical Foundations of Policy and Administrative Research 
PPPA 8191: Dissertation Workshop 

 
Research Methods Courses 
 
In addition to PPPA 8101, you must complete the following: (1) one intermediate graduate-level course 
in quantitative research methods; (2) one advanced course in quantitative methods; and (3) one course 
in qualitative or mixed research methods.  
 

1. Intermediate Quantitative (Select one or receive permission to count an alternative course) 
 
PPPA 6013: Regression Methods for Policy Research 
PSC 8102: Empirical Political Analysis 
ECON 6375: Applied Econometrics 
ECON 8379: Laboratory in Applied Econometrics 
ECON 8375: Econometrics 1 
 

2. Advanced Quantitative (Select one or receive permission to count an alternative course) 
 
PPPA 8022: Econometrics for Policy Research 
ECON 8376: Econometrics II 
ECON 8377: Econometrics III 
 

3. Qualitative or Mixed Methods (Select one or receive permission to count an alternative course) 
 
PPPA 8023: Mixed Methods in Research Design* 
PSC 8104: Qualitative Research Methods 
PUBH 8417: Qualitative Research Methods and Analysis  
SOC 6232: Qualitative Methodology – Doing Field Research  
EDUC 8122: Qualitative Research Methods 
HIST 6030: Uses of History in International Affairs 
EDUC 8131: Case Study Research Methods 
 
*We usually offer PPPA 8023 in the summer and some university aid packages do not cover summer 
courses so you should double check your award if your plan is to take this course.  
 
Field and Elective Courses 

In addition to the core curriculum, you will complete 4 or more courses (12+ credits) in your field of 
study. If you are taking the minimum number of field credits, you will also take 21 credits of electives 
(some of which may be the prerequisite courses listed above). With field advisor approval, you may 
take courses from member institutions of the Washington Area Consortium of Universities. University 
policies govern Consortium registration. 

In some cases, you can enroll in Advanced Reading and Research (PPPA 8998) to design independent 
work that supplements electives or provides background in an area related to dissertation research 
that is not available in a course at GW or the Consortium of Washington Area Universities. You must 
first secure a faculty member that agrees to oversee your independent study. 

https://registrar.gwu.edu/consortium
https://registrar.gwu.edu/consortium
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Dissertation Credits 

You must first enroll in a minimum of 6 credits of PPPA 8999: Dissertation Research (usually in 3-credit 
increments) until the 72-credit hour requirement has been met. Note that you will not see the credit for 
PPPA 8999 until after you complete your dissertation. After you meet the 72-credit hour requirement, 
register for Continuing Research (CCAS 940), which is available in 1-credit increments.  

SECTION III: FIELDS OF STUDY 
All fields require a minimum of 12 credits (4 courses). Field advisors have preapproved the courses in 
this document. In addition, GW and the Washington Consortium offer courses that may be relevant to 
the field. Meet with your field advisors prior to registering for field courses. 

EDUCATION POLICY 
Completion of two required core field courses and two additional field courses. 

Core 
EDUC 8321: Economics of Education 
EDUC 8322: Education Policy Implementation 
 
Additional 
ECON 6291: Methods of Demographic Analysis  
ECON 8375: Econometrics I 
ECON 8379: Applied Econometrics Lab (the micro version) 
PSC 8122: Longitudinal Analysis  
PSC 8124: Multilevel Modeling  
PSC 8130: Game Theory I 
PSC 8131: Game Theory II 
PPPA 6015: Benefit-Cost Analysis 
PPPA 8197 US Social Policy 
PPPA 6085 Higher Education Finance and Policy 
ECON 8341/42: Labor Economics 
ECON 8351/52: Development Economics I 
ECON 8358: Urban Economics  
ECON 8363/64: Public Finance I  
EDUC 6555: Higher Education Policy  
EDUC 8320: Politics of Education 
EDUC 8323: Policies of Education Equity 
PPPA 6048: Financing State & Local Government 
 

PROGRAM EVALUATION 
Completion of two required core courses and two additional field courses. 
 
Core 
PPPA 6016: Public and Nonprofit Program Evaluation 
PPPA 8164: Seminar on Program Evaluation 
 
Additional 
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ANTH 6331: Research Methods in Development Anthropology  
HSML 6276: Exploratory and Multivariate Data Analysis  
ECON 8375: Econometrics I 
ECON 8376: Econometrics II 
EDUC 8122: Qualitative Research Methods 
PPPA 6015: Benefit-Cost Analysis 
PPPA 8023: Mixed Methods in Research Design 
SOC 6232: Qualitative Methodology: Doing Field Research 
STAT 6287: Modern Theory of Sample 
STAT 6291: Methods of Demographic Analysis 
STAT 8265: Multivariate Analysis 
STAT 8266: Topics in Multivariate Analysis  
STAT 8281: Advanced Time Series Analysis  
STAT 8288: Surveys 

PUBLIC AND NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT (PNM) 
Completion of one required core course and three additional field courses. 

Core 
PPPA 8164: Seminar in Program Evaluation  
 
Additional 
Given the scope of the field, we do not offer a closed master list of courses. You must consult with a 
field advisor about courses and communicate the agreement about them to all field advisors (e-mail is 
sufficient). Courses must be doctoral level (exceptions are sometimes made for a masters-level course). 
You may also take a directed reading (independent study) course with a faculty member. 

PUBLIC BUDGETING AND FINANCE 
Completion of two required core courses and two additional field courses. Courses offered in the MBA 
Program, and in the MA in Applied Economics may be substituted for the required doctoral-level 
course with advisor approval. 

Core 
PPPA 6005: Public Budgeting, Expenditure, and Revenue Analysis (or equivalent) 
 
Choose one from the following: 

PSC 8226: Politics and Organizations 
Econ 8363: Public Finance I 
Econ 8364: Public Finance II 
 
Additional 
ACCY 8001: Seminar in Accounting Theory 
ACCY 6701: Government and Nonprofit Accounting and Auditing  
ECON 8363: Public Finance I (Public Goods and Expenditures)  
ECON 8364: Public Finance II (Tax Incidence) 
ECON 6305: Applied Macroeconomic Theory 
ECON 6323: Applied Behavioral Economics 
ECON 6330: Applied Macroeconomic and Monetary Policy 
FINA 8324: Topics in Empirical Finance 
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PHIL 6231: Economic Justice 
PPPA 6016: Public and Nonprofit Program Evaluation 
PPPA 6015: Benefit-Cost Analysis 
PPPA 6048: Financing State and Local Government 
PPPA 6051: Governmental Budgeting 
PPPA 6052: Tax Policy 
PPPA 6053: Public and Nonprofit Financial Management 
PPPA 6054: Federal Budget Policy 
PPPA 6055: Contracting Out and Privatization 
 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 
Completion of two required core courses and two additional courses. 

Core 
IAFF 6141: International Science and Technology Policy Cornerstone 
IAFF 6143: Science and Technology Policy Analysis OR IAFF 8197: Seminar in Science and Technology 
Policy [offered based on student interest] 
 
Additional 
IAFF 6143: Science and Technology Policy Analysis 
IAFF 6145: U.S. Space Policy 
IAFF 6146 (Law 6548): Introduction to Space Law 
IAFF 6148: Space and National Security 
IAFF 6151: Environmental Policy 
IAFF 6153: Science, Technology & National Security Policy 
IAFF 6158: Energy Policy 
IAFF 6158/ECON 6255: Economics of Technological Change and Innovation 
IAFF 6158: Space Economics 
IAFF 6158: Issues in U.S. Space Policy – Tools and Scenarios  
IAFF 6158: Artificial Intelligence and Policy Problems 

SOCIAL POLICY 
Completion of one common field course and three additional courses from designated subfields. 

Social Policy Core 
PPPA 8197 (U.S. Social Policy) 
 
Gender and Social Policy Requirements 
In addition to PPPA 8197, you must complete two additional core courses and one additional field 
course. 
  
Gender and Social Policy Core 
WGSS 6221: Research Issues in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
WGSS 6240: Gender and Public Policy 
 
Gender and Social Policy Additional 
ANTH 6501/WGSS 6257: Gender and Sexuality  
ANTH 6591/IAFF 6378: Gender in the Middle East 
PHIL/WGSS 6238: Feminist Ethics and Policy Implications  
SOC/WGSS 6268: Race, Gender, and Class 
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SOC/WGSS 6271: Gender and Society 
WGSS 6220: Fundamentals of Feminist Theory  
WGSS 6225: Contemporary Feminist Theory  
WGSS 6230: Global Feminisms 
WGSS 6241: Gender, Law, and Politics 
WGSS 6265: Gender, Welfare, and Poverty 
 
Race, Ethnicity, and Public Policy Requirements 

In addition to PPPA 8197, you must complete one additional core course and two additional field 
courses. 

Race, Ethnicity, and Public Policy Core 
SOC 6245: Race Relations 
 
Race, Ethnicity, and Public Policy Additional 
LAW 6595: Race, Racism, and American Law 
LAW 6596: Law of Race and Slavery 
PSC 8211: Urban Politics 
PSC 8212: Urban Policy Problems 
PSYC 8236: Minorities and Mental Health 
SOC 6250: Urban Sociology 
SOC 6268: Race, Gender, and Class 
 
Poverty and Inequality Requirements 

In addition to PPPA 8197, you must complete three field courses.  

Poverty and Inequality Additional 
SOC 6250: Urban Sociology  
SOC 6263: Race and Crime  
SOC 6262: Corrections 
SOC 6258: Deviance and Control  
SOC 6252: Families, Gender & Policy 
SOC/WGSS 6265: Women, Welfare, and Poverty 
SOC 6268: Race, Gender, and Class 
SOC 6232: Qualitative Methodology: Doing Field Research  
SOC 6252: Issues in US Immigration Policy 
ECON 6340: Applied Labor Economics and Public Policy 
EDUC 8323: Policies of Education Equity 
HIST 6011: History and Public Policy 
LAW 6595: Race, Racism and American Law 
LAW 6596: Law of Race and Slavery 
PHIL 6230: Ethical Issues in Policy Arguments 
PHIL 6231: Economic Justice 
PHIL 6238: Feminist Ethics and Policy Implications 
PHIL 6242: Philosophy, Law, and Social Policy 
PPPA 6065: Federalism and Public Policy 
PPPA 6076: Federal Government Regulation of Society 
PSC 8211: State and Urban Politics  
PSC 8212: Urban Policy Problems  
WGSS 6240: Gender and Public Policy 
 
Urban Policy Requirements 
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In addition to PPPA 8197, you must complete two core courses and one additional field course. 

Urban Policy Core 

PPPA 6085: Housing and Homelessness 
PSC 8212: Urban Policy Problems 
 
Urban Policy Additional 
 
AMST 6495: Historic Preservation — Principles & Methods I 
AMST 6520: Economics of Preservation  
AMST 6525: Politics of Historic Preservation  
ECON 8341: Labor Economics I 
ECON 8342: Labor Economics II  
ECON 8357: Regional Economics  
ECON 8358: Urban Economics  
ECON 8363: Public Finance I  
ECON 8364: Public Finance II 
EDUC 8323: Policies of Education Equity  
GEOG 6243: Urban Geography Seminar  
GEOG 6244: Seminar — Urban Sustainability  
GEOG 6290: Principles of Demography 
PPPA 6042: Managing State and Local Governments 
PPPA 6043: Land Use Planning, and Community Development 
PPPA 6048: Financing State and Local Government 
PPPA 6051: Governmental Budgeting  
PPPA 6054: Issues in Federal Budgeting  
PPPA 6085: Housing and Homelessness 
PSC 8211: Urban Politics 
PSC 8388: Selected Topics in Comparative Politics  
PSYC 8246: Personnel Evaluation Technology  
SOC 6245: Race Relations 
SOC 6248: Race and Urban Redevelopment 
SOC 6250: Urban Sociology 
SOC 6259: Criminology 
SOC 6262: Corrections 
SOC 6263: Race and Crime 

SECTION IV: THE COMPREHENSIVE 
EXAMINATION 

You must pass a Comprehensive Exam that consists of two parts — the core exam and the field exam.  

There are four possible grades for the core exam: Pass with Distinction, Satisfactory Pass, Low Pass, and 
Fail. To pass the overall Comprehensive Examination, you must earn at least a Satisfactory Pass on 
either the core or the field examination and must not fail either examination. To receive a passing 
grade on the core comprehensive exam, you must receive a grade of Low Pass or higher on each of 
the three sections. Each field will develop suitable criteria for grading the field exam, and the grading 
rules will be communicated to students in writing when they sign up to take the field exam or sooner. If 



10 
 

you fail both the field and core exam, you may retake either part one time to achieve a satisfactory pass. 
You may not take either part more than once. 

When you complete the Comprehensive Examination and accrue at least 45 credits, you will advance 
to candidacy and enter the dissertation phase of the study. If you fail the core or field Comprehensive 
Examination at the required level on the second attempt, your enrollment in the program will be 
terminated.  

CORE EXAMINATION 
During the core examination, you must demonstrate a mastery of the core skills necessary for the 
analysis of public policy and public administration issues. The exam assesses your capacity for further 
doctoral studies. The exam requires you to integrate knowledge about the field; it does not cover only 
content covered in individual courses. We generally administer the exam during the week before 
classes start in the fall semester (late August) and spring semester (early January). 

You will take the core examination after you complete the examined core courses. You will typically 
take the exam after three or four semesters in the program (if you are full-time) and before you 
complete a significant amount of coursework in you field of study (if you are part-time). 

If you retake the core examination after failing the exam, you must retake only the section or sections 
of the core examination that you failed. 

FIELD EXAMINATION 
You will take a field examination in your selected field of concentration, usually after passing the core 
examination and completing the required field courses for your respective fields. During the field 
examination, you must demonstrate a mastery of core concepts and methods in your selected field of 
study. Field advisors will provide further instructions regarding the field exam. 

SECTION V: THE DISSERTATION 
In PPPA 8191 (Dissertation Workshop), you will receive guidance on most steps in the dissertation 
process, such as how to identify a topic, develop a proposal, form a dissertation committee, and obtain 
Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval.  

The Trachtenberg School follows the procedures for Ph.D. committee composition and dissertation 
defense as explained in the following sections of the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences (CCAS) 
Student Handbook: 

Ph.D. Defense Procedures 

In addition to these guidelines, review the following Trachtenberg-specific instructions. 

https://columbian.gwu.edu/phd-defense-procedures
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ESTABLISH DISSERTATION COMMITTEE AND COMPLETE 
PROPOSAL REVIEW 
You will form a Dissertation Committee and present your proposal to the committee for feedback and 
approval to move forward with the dissertation research agenda. You must receive Program Director(s) 
approval prior to finalizing the members of your Dissertation Committee.  

The Proposal Review culminates in a formal recommendation by the Dissertation Committee about 
whether the research should proceed. To schedule your proposal review, proceed as follows: 

• Consult with the Dissertation Committee to find a date and time for the review.  
• Distribute your proposal to the committee at least 3 weeks before the proposal review date.  
• Reviews can be conducted online, in person, or hybrid. Work with the Lead Student Services 

Specialist to find a suitable room for the review unless the review is entirely online. The room 
should be available for two hours and should be able to accommodate the committee plus 
several guests.  

• Send an email to the Lead Student Services specialist at least 10 days prior to the proposal 
review with the following information: 
• Dissertation Title 
• Candidate Name 
• Date and Time of Review 
• Location (or procedure to participate online) 
• Committee Members 
• Abstract [one paragraph] 

Sometimes all 5 members of the Dissertation Committee attend the proposal review, but it is also 
appropriate to have only the 3 members of the Dissertation Research Committee (see Committee roles 
described in CCAS Student handbook). The review is open to Trachtenberg School Community 
members and members of the public that you invite. The Committee members should agree on the 
procedures to be followed, but the review typically proceeds as follows: 

• Dissertation Director (or one of the co-directors) chairs the review and explains the procedures that 
will be followed. 

• Student provides a brief project overview (e.g., 10-15 minutes).  
• Dissertation Director ensures ample time for questions and comments by members of the 

committee and other attendees. 
• There are two possible outcomes of the review: (1) Proposal is acceptable and student can 

proceed with dissertation plan (note that the Committee can require updates to the proposal 
or the plan at this stage); or (2) Proposal needs fundamental revision and requires another 
review. This second outcome since Proposal Reviews should only be scheduled after the 
committee members have had significant time to give feedback on initial drafts. 

• Dissertation Director sends an email to the Program Director(s) and Lead Student Services 
Specialist stating the outcome of the Proposal Review. The Lead Student Services specialist will 
notify CCAS so that the dissertation topic approval is recorded as complete. 

The dissertation may take the form of a traditional manuscript (with multiple chapters) or as three 
essays.  
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SCHEDULE AND COMPLETE DISSERTATION DEFENSE 
The dissertation defense must have an Examination Chair who administers the process. The 
Examination Chair must not be a member of the Dissertation Committee and must be affiliated with 
the Trachtenberg School (emeritus and adjunct faculty may serve as Chair). When ready for the 
defense, proceed as follows: 

• Consult with the Dissertation Committee to find a date and time for the review.  
• Complete the following CCAS form to schedule a defense (include the Lead Student Services 

Specialist on all email correspondence regarding the form): Final Examination/Dissertation 
Defense Form 

• Distribute your dissertation to the Dissertation Committee at least 4 weeks before the defense 
date.  

• Dissertation defenses can be conducted online, in person, or hybrid. Work with the Lead 
Student Services Specialist to find a suitable room for the review unless the review is entirely 
online. The room should be available for two hours and should be able to accommodate the 
committee plus several guests. 

• If the meeting is held online, the Examination Chair should be a co-host of the online session. 

Once scheduled, the defense will proceed according to the Final Examination Procedures outlined 
here: 

• The Examination Chair introduces the committee and describes the process 
• The Dissertation Committee Director (or one of the Co-Directors,) introduces the candidate 
• The candidate summarizes the research for 15-20 minutes 
• Questions are posed first by the non-GW examiner (if there is one), followed by the other 

examiner 
• Then questions are asked by the Dissertation Research Committee members (except the 

Dissertation Director) 
• There is typically time for the second round of questions 
• Questioning will be stopped with about 30 minutes remaining 
• The candidate and guests leave the meeting for the Final Examination Committee to 

deliberate. In online settings, the Examination Chair or Dissertation Director should have the 
students email or phone number so that they can invite the student back into the room 
following deliberation 

• Decision options are to Approve as Is, Approve with Modifications, or Reject and Re-defense 
Required. If modifications are required, the committee will determine the nature and scope of 
the revisions as well as identify which committee member(s) will review the changes.  

• The candidate is invited back into the room to hear the decision. When the defense is 
conducted entirely or partially online, the Lead Student Services Specialist will ensure that all 
required participants have access to the necessary hardware, software, and Internet 
connection to conduct the examination online. The meeting’s host will re-admit the student 
and observers to the meeting to inform the student of the decision that the examination 
committee reached by majority vote.   

• At the conclusion of the meeting, the Examination Chair completes the following form: Final 
Examination/Dissertation Defense Sign-Off Form (PDF) and sends this completed form to the 
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Office of Graduate Studies (ccasgradserv@gwu.edu), the Trachtenberg School Lead Student 
Services Specialist, and the PhD Program Director(s).  

SUBMIT DISSERTATION 
After successfully passing the Final Dissertation Defense and completing all required committee 
revisions, follow the Final Degree Requirements detailed in the CCAS Doctoral Degree Special 
Requirements section of the CCAS Student Handbook. This portion of the CCAS handbook will also 
direct you to the GW requirements for Electronic Thesis and Dissertations (ETD) submission.  

You can find a detailed description of the steps for ETD submission here: ETD Submission Steps. For 
Step 6 (the ETD approval form) and Step 8 (Survey of Earned Doctorates), your graduate studies office 
contact is ccasgradserv@gwu.edu.  Include the Trachtenberg School Lead Student Services Specialist 
on all correspondence with ccasgradserv@gwu.edu. 

Follow the Ph.D. Clearance Deadlines each semester. These reflect the last possible date for each task, 
but earlier completion is strongly encouraged. Except for University ETD deadlines and degree conferral 
dates, other deadlines may be adjusted. 

Reach out to the Lead Student Specialist at any point if you have questions regarding how to submit 
your dissertation and finalize your graduation paperwork. 

SECTION VI: ADDITIONAL POLICIES AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

DOCTORAL STUDENT NEWSLETTER 
The Program Directors and the Lead Student Specialist will email a biweekly newsletter with 
information on research, funding, and teaching opportunities, job postings, and other information 
relevant to your doctoral training. You will begin receiving this email in your first semester and you 
must read the information provided. If you do not receive the newsletter within 3 weeks of your first 
semester, contact the Lead Student Specialist. 

CCAS STUDENT HANDBOOK REFERENCE 
The Trachtenberg School follows CCAS Academic Policies for Graduate students regarding time to 
degree, transferring credits, leaves of absence, human research requirements, etc. as described in the 
CCAS Student Handbook. Review this document carefully for all relevant administrative policies. The 
Trachtenberg School permits a maximum of two semesters on academic probation prior to removal 
from the Ph.D. program. 

RESEARCH SUPPORT FOR PH.D. STUDENTS 
The Trachtenberg School holds periodic research seminars and development hours. At these 
seminars, faculty, doctoral students, and outside scholars present research. You are expected to attend 
as often as possible and, ideally, to give a presentation at least once during your time in the program. 

mailto:ccasgradserv@gwu.edu
https://columbian.gwu.edu/doctoral-degree-special-requirements
https://columbian.gwu.edu/doctoral-degree-special-requirements
https://library.gwu.edu/etd/steps
mailto:ccasgradserv@gwu.edu
https://columbian.gwu.edu/phd-clearance-deadlines
https://columbian.gwu.edu/academic-policies
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We aim to assist you in defraying costs for expenses related to your research development. This 
includes, but is not limited to, support for travel to present research at professional conferences. We 
will notify you of funding opportunities from the Trachtenberg School and CCAS through the Doctoral 
newsletter. We encourage you to browse the following two websites for more funding opportunities: 

Office of Graduate Student Assistantships and Fellowships (OGSAF)  
 
Funding for Advanced Doctoral Students 

TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES 
You are encouraged to take advantage of opportunities to gain teaching experience, including. These 
opportunities tend to fall into three categories: 

• Serving as a teaching assistant, co-teaching a course, or being an instructional assistant under 
the supervision of a faculty member; 

• Team-teaching a course with a faculty member; and 
• Teaching a course independently. 

In most cases, to be a TA or to team-teach a course, you must have passed the Core Comprehensive 
Examination. If you are interested in teaching, contact the Lead Student Services Specialist and the Ph.D. 
Program Director(s). 

If you serve as a TA, or are involved in team teaching, you must take the TA course offered by CCAS 
and the Office of Graduate Student Assistantships and Fellowships. The University offers this course in 
late August.  

DEGREE ALONG THE WAY  
CCAS allows students enrolled in a Ph.D. program to earn master’s degrees “along the way.” These 
degrees are described here: 

The Trachtenberg School offers the MPhil and the MA degree. The MPhil is only for students who have 
completed all Ph.D. requirements except for the dissertation. You might apply for the MPhil if you 
decide not to complete your dissertation and wish to receive formal recognition for your work in the 
program. You might also apply if you do not already have a master’s degree and would like to obtain a 
master's degree in public policy and public administration.  

The Trachtenberg School has established MA degree requirements for students in the Ph.D. program 
who are ending their enrollment before reaching candidacy. The requirements for this degree are as 
follows: 

• Credits Required: 36 
• Maximum Transfer Credits Allowed: 9 

Required Core Courses (15 credits): 

• PPPA 8229 
• PPPA 6013 or an equivalent course taken elsewhere 

https://gradfellowships.gwu.edu/
https://columbian.gwu.edu/advanced-phd-funding
https://columbian.gwu.edu/degree-completion-masters-degree-along-way-students
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• PPPA 6014 or an equivalent course taken elsewhere 
• PPPA 8100 
• PPPA 8101 

 
Additional Core Courses: (At least 2 of the following 5) 

• PPPA 8105 
• PPPA 8174 
• PPPA 8190 
• PPPA 8022 or an approved alternative  
• PPPA 8023 or an approved alternative 

 
Elective Courses: As needed to total 36 credits 

Consult with the Lead Student Specialist and the Ph.D. Director(s) if you seek one of these two masters.  

COURSE ENROLLMENT 
Part-time students take two courses (6 credits) in each fall and spring semester. Full-time students take 
three courses (9 credits) in each fall and spring semester. Summer registration is optional unless you 
plan to graduate in that semester.  

In some circumstances (e.g., loan, visa), you might want full-time certification (FTC) even if you are 
enrolled in fewer than 9 credits.  If you require FTC, complete here and send it to the CCAS Graduate 
Student Services at ccasgradserv@gwu.edu. If you have trouble accessing the form, contact 
registrar@gwu.edu. 

Ph.D. PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
LORI BRAINARD, Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration 
LEAH BROOKS, Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration 
STEPHANIE CELLINI, Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration 
DYLAN CONGER, Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration 
JOSEPH CORDES, Professor of Economics, Public Policy and Public Administration and International 
Affairs 
YAS NAKIB, Associate Professor of Education Policy and of Public Policy and Public Administration 
KATHRYN NEWCOMER, Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration 
SANJAY PANDEY, Shapiro Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration 
ELIZABETH RIGBY, Associate Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration and Political Science 

https://registrar.gwu.edu/forms
mailto:ccasgradserv@gwu.edu
mailto:registrar@gwu.edu

